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Gov. Andrew Cuomo gave what is perhaps his least Shermanesque statement this morning on how he’ll proceed on redistricting today in an interview with Fred Dicker on Talk-1300.

“Where we are is if, if, if,” Cuomo said, reiterating that the political boundaries as proposed by Senate Republicans and Assembly Democrats must be fairer and coupled with the reform of a constitutional amendment plus a law for this year. “What I said was IF there acceptable lines, IF there was a real constitutional amendment and IF there was a statutory change for this year.”
Cuomo first outlined those steps in a sit-down with the Democrat and Chronicle editorial board last month. In that same interview, Cuomo admitted he had “lost” on achieving an independent process this year.

The governor, famous for being involved in all facets of government, said he wasn’t sure if negotiations on a possible deal are occurring on the staff level.

As Casey Seiler scooped last night, details are beginning to emerge on a possible amendment that includes an astoundingly complex system for creating a semi-independent process.

And it appears lawmakers are working to make the lines fairer, or least amend what the governor has described as “hyper-partisan.”

Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos told me in an interview on Thursday that some of the six Senate Democrats pitted against each other in Queens will be “decoupled” — a sign that the second set of maps will be slightly more amenable for the public.
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